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News from state

cultivating reconnections
 The State Grange doesn’t serve in a vacuum, and we

support many connections for our members around the

region. I encourage you all to look into these programs.

By getting outside our halls and joining with other states

in our region, we can return with new and exciting ideas

and ways to be Grange.

 Committee leaders from around the Northeast Region

gathered in Concord NH in January for the first Leaders

Conference since the pandemic closed the world down. It

was great to get to see each other in person after four

years. Our hosts, the New Hampshire State Grange

dubbed the weekend “Cultivating Reconnections”. 

 The Northeast Connection, composed of Presidents and

Vice Presidents of the New England and New York State

Granges held elections and discussed region-wide issues.

We decided that since our region and our committees

want to stay with having three conferences – Leaders,

Lecturers, and Youth – that we would continue our

tradition of supporting them.
This article is an excerpt from the Massachusetts State Grange News, the

official Monthly Publication put out by the Massachusetts State Grange and

can be read online at https://www.massgrange.org/state-grange-news

Mission Statement:

The Massachusetts State Grange brings people together to build

stronger communities by encouraging agriculture and

environmental sustainability, community service and fostering

future leaders.



 

grange hosts farmers forum

If you would like something included in the next communication

please email eric willard at erwillard@gmail.com

Grange Photosgrange happenings

grange hosts scout Activities

grange monthly meeting
     Tuesday February 6th, 2024 at 6:30PM

  Our January meeting concluded with a short discussion

on backyard chickens and their benefits. The highlight of

the evening included a story from our secretary of when

he lived in Holden. He had a partner that had an indoor

pet rooster that wore a diaper, and the shenanigans of

that experience were very entertaining.

  An Obligation Ceremony previously scheduled for two

new Grange Youth members will take place during the

business meeting. Following the business meeting this

month, the Charlton Grange Lecturer is planning a

preview of a Grange documentary being produced by

State Grange Assistant Steward Niles Larson. 

A light collation will follow the  meeting

 Our Grange has been the host for a number of exciting

Cub Scout and Boy Scout activities  in the past month. 

 On Friday January 26th Cub Scout Pack 165's Bear Den

(3rd graders) completed their Baloo the Builder

adventure requirements by building a toolbox with help

from adult leaders in the basement of the Grange.

 On Saturday February 3rd the Grange hosted the entire

Cub Scout Pack as they worked on cutting and shaping

their Pinewood Derby cars for their upcoming 2024

Pinewood Derby at the Overlook on March 9th.

 Our Grange also hosted BSA Troop 165 for a short

overnight “lock-in” on the evening of Saturday February

3rd after a full day of outdoor activities at Treasure Valley

Scout Reservation in Rutland during the annual Klondike

Derby. The Klondike Derby activity is hosted by the Heart

of New England Council and tests BSA Scouts on

teamwork and Scout spirit in a friendly competition with

Troops from around the area. 

candidates discuss agricultural issues
6th Worcester District Candidates Face Off

  The Republican candidates for the 6th Worcester

state rep seat faced off Jan. 25 in a focused forum

exploring farming issues at Charlton Grange. Voters

will choose between Southbridge Councilor David

Adams and Dudley Selectman John Marsi on primary

day Tuesday, Feb. 6. The primary is likely to decide

who gets the seat in the March 5 special election.

  "Over the past few years there has been an

increasing interest in the agricultural community for

solutions aimed at advancing value-added food

processing and marketing," said Pamela Paquin of

Meadowhead on Cedar Farm in Southbridge, who

moderated the forum. "Ideas such as a

slaughterhouse and a shared-use commercial

kitchen to process local meat and produce have

been put forth, but we want to better engage with

our area legislators to help make these plans a

reality," she added. Last year, Sen. Ryan Fattman

met with area farmers and growers to hear about

their needs.

  The district includes precincts 1, 2, 3, and 4A in

Charlton, Dudley, Southbridge, and precinct 1 in

Spencer.

A full article discussing the issues presented to the

candidates at the farmers forum is available in the

“Thursday-Friday, February 1-2, 2024“ edition of the

Charlton Villager newspaper. It was written by fellow

Dudley Granger Gus Steeves. A live stream of the

event is also available on the Grange Facebook page.

Pack 165's Bear Den with their new toolboxes

 Candidates Dave Adams and John Marsi

position of the month
What is the role of the Grange Grace, Ceres?

  Along with the other “Graces”, Pomona and

Flora, Ceres adds beauty and grace to our

meeting by symbolically representing both

agriculture and the best virtues of women. Ceres

is represented by grain. 

  The position assists in ritualistic ceremonies as

may be required, including flag presentation and

welcoming of new members.

Necrology
Past Master Rhoda M. (Gray) Taylor

Rhoda M. (Gray) Taylor, 80, passed away on Sunday,

Aug. 9th 2020 after a brief illness. Rhoda was born in

Boston, the daughter of Avery A. and Mildred E.

(Sprague) Gray. She graduated from Charlton High

School and worked her entire life as a caregiver. Her

love of helping others was seen not only in her lifelong

career as a nurse's aide, but also in her unwavering

care for her family and friends. Rhoda enjoyed

crocheting, reading and playing Bingo. She was a

longtime member of the Charlton Grange, having

joined in 1954 and serving as Master from 2012-2013.

note from the secretary
Membership fees for 2024 are now due, please

see the secretary to submit payment. Dues

cards are currently being mailed out.

note from sunrise pomona
Conferral of the first four Grange degrees will

take place at Charlton Grange on Saturday,

April 6th. More information will follow.

upcoming events
March Seed Swap....................................................March 5th

Sunrise Pomona Meeting (Upton).....................March 8th

April Meeting..............................................................April 2nd

Grange Degree Day..................................................April 6th

Massachusetts Ag in Action Expo......................April 20th

May Meeting.................................................................May 7th

Sunrise Pomona Degree Night (Ware)...............May 17th


