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The Northland Pioneer Grange (NPG) has held meetings monthly at the Palmer Public 
1.ibrat-y Conference Room from September 2012 through May of 2013 and starting back 
up again in September 2013. There is the usual potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by a 
presentation and business meeting. 

In October of 2012 the Grange held its annual Harvest Dinner and Auction to raise funds 
for the local 4-Fl club and Future Farmers of America (FFA). The event was a success 
and raised approximately $1000 for each organization. 

NIPCi, awarded a two-year college scholarship to a Susitna High School senior who will be 
studying for a degree in natural resources. 

In spring of 2013 the. NPG came together to plant a raised bed of flowers at the 
Agricultural Experiment Farm. A number of organizations do the same and the flower 
gardens become a popular spot on the tour bus routes. 

A local greenhouse business, Gray Owl Farms, donated flowers to be planted under the 
sign at the Myron Babb Arboretum maintained by the Grange. 

During the summer of 2013 NPG began planning for the Myron Babb Arboretum Phase 
11 project by setting up a tent and table at one of the Palmer Visitor Center weekend 
events."Three grange member manned the table and a sign up sheet was available for 
anyone interested in being on a Steering Committee. Grange membership forms and a 
postcard handout with meeting dates and times were also available. Five people signed 
up for the Steering Committee and a number of others were interested in helping out with 
the project. Enough interest in the project was generated that the City of Palmer called 
and asked if the NPG would like to submit;a list of arboretum improvements for their 
capital projects program. 

The NPG is actively working with the University of Alaska and the City of Palmer who 
each own half of the Arboretum, to find a way to consolidate ownership. This would 
allow for improvements to be implemented. 
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